
  

 

USE IT OR LOSE IT 
If you’re not irrigating all of your water-righted land, you could 

lose those rights forever after 5 years. Let us help! 

WATER RIGHTS & INSTREAM LEASING 
If you aren’t using some or all of the water rights appurtenant to your land, TSID and the 

Deschutes River Conservancy (DRC) offer a simple, legal, and beneficial option. Oregon law 
requires that water rights be used beneficially at least once every five consecutive years to 

avoid forfeiture. One way to meet this requirement—even if you are not irrigating—is to 
temporarily lease your water instream. 

 
Each year your water is leased counts as a year of beneficial use, preserving the validity of your 

water right. Patrons may lease all or part of their rights, as long as there is a record of use or 
lease within the last five years. 

WHY CONSIDER INSTREAM LEASING? 
• Protects your water rights when you are not irrigating. 

• Recognized under Oregon’s 1987 Instream Water Rights Act as beneficial use. 
• Supports streamflow in Whychus Creek and the Deschutes Basin. 

• Helps maintain river health, fish habitat, and wildlife. 
• Flexible — lease only the acres you aren’t using. 

WORK SESSION: LEARN HOW INSTREAM 
LEASING PROTECTS YOUR WATER RIGHTS BY 

DESCHUTES RIVER CONSERVANCY 
Date: December 16 

Time: Noon 
Location: TSID Office 

 
QUESTIONS OR READY TO LEASE? 

                                                       TSID Office: 541-903-4050 office@tsidweb.org 
DRC Alex Ehrens – 541-382-4077 ext. 115 alex@deschutesriver.org 
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